




















To the Honerable H. A. W. Skeen, Judge of the Circuit Court 
fer 7 ee County, Virginia. 

Your complainant, ElsieWilson , respectfully represents: 
(1) That yeur complainant was lawfully married, in the year 1906, 
to one Chas. Wilson, as he represented himself; and 
(2) That prierte the date of said marriage the said Chas. Wilson 
falsely and deceitfully represented unto vour complainant that he 
| had been lieensed by a raptist Chureh in his home town , in ‘the 
State of West virginia, to preach the ,ospel , and that he was a 
repularly licensed preacher of said denomination; that your 
complainant lived with said Chas. Wilson, as his wife, for a short 
time after said marriage, to-wit, for the period of two months; 
that your complainant grew suspicious as to the true character of 
said Chas. Wilson; that your complainant wrote to parties living 
in the town in west virginia from which said Chas. Wilsen claimed 
to have come, and inquired as to the true character and EKrexExe 
previous reputation of said Wilson; that said parties replied that 
said Wilson was not a minister of the Ceospel, as he represented 
‘himself to your complainant to be, that he was# a man of bad rep- 
ute morally in that community, and that he was known to them as 
Jasper Wilson Powell, and not as Chas. Wilson, as he had represen. 
ted to your complainant; that your complainant confronted said 
Wilson with these letters, whereupon said Wilson left the home of 
your complainant, and abandoned and deserted her; that said Wilson 
(as was reported to your complainant) continued to masquerade as 
a minister of the Gospel under his assumed name of Chas. Wilson, 
and held revival meetings in Middlesboro, Ky., and other points; 


and that since he deseted her your complainant has not seen said 


Wilson nor co-habited with him; and : 



















































































(3) That said Wilson has since the aforesaid marriage committed 
adultery, that is to say, on a certain day in the month of 
December, 1906,(your complainant has been unable to ascertain the 
precise date), the said Chas. Wilson was seen to meet, after cark, 
jim a disreputable distriet of the city. of Middlesbere, Ky., a eer- 
tain Annie Pelle Russell, a woman of notoriously lewd eharecter; 
that a short time afterwards the said Chas. Wilson and the said 
Annie Belle Russell were seen to go away tocether into a dark and 
secluded part of the said eity; that said Chas. Wilson was seen to 
return therefrom after the interval of ab out three-quarters of an 
/hour; and that on another occasion, within twelve months after the 
Gate of the aforesaid marriage(yvyour complainant is unable to state 
the precise date), the said Chas. Wilson was seen in a bawey house 
| in the CLUy of Middlesbore, vy.; Thatsaid Vilson was there seen Lo 
associate and mingle with the prostitutes therin; ane 

(4) That your complainant heard fer the first time of said acts ef 


lsdultery about’ one month ago; that she has not co-habited with him 


since obtaining knowledge of the fact ef said acts of adultery, ane | 


sinee she obtained said knowleage she has lived with her father, 
| ih Lee County, at alemp 'P. 0.,. Va.; and 

(5) phat at the time of the institution ef this suit ‘it had net 
| been five years since said adultery occurred, and that it was net 
"procured by the procurement cr connivance of your complaiaant;and 
your complainant is a resident of ;ee County, va., 

/been so for a peried of more than twelve .onths previous te 
institutien ef this suit; ané that said chas. Wilsen is net 

‘dent cf the atate of Virpinia. 

Tn consideration whereog, and forasmuch as your complainent 


is remidiless seve in a court ef equity, yeur complainent prays 


and requir Lo manswer the same bu 
CA “| fl. ed 17 it De ; cath, the 


feet the suid Chas. Wilsen may, be mace @ pe : ent toe this 
bepael , , a 
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/oath being hereby waived; that an order of publication be caused 


to issue against said defendant; that a divorce from the bend ¢ 





‘of matrimeny which wes created by efores marriace St AP decreed “Bind 
¢ i oe 

| flee, fox ar ee awh oN, dn FLOAT A “Tlewere 

and that yeur cemplainet may have «ll such further, and cther, and 

| 

i « a) * ® - 

;general relief in the premises as the nature of her case may req- 


i\uilre or to equity seem meet. 
t 


anc your complainant will ever pruy, 


Le sa gi Pioky 


SY Nad hey 
eee tld ooo e Cemplainant 


of Va., County of Lee, 

Elsie Rivers , the complainant named in the feregeine bill, 

duly sworm, says that the faets and wllerations therein con- 
itained are true , except so far as thev are therein stated te be 
on ‘informa tion, and that so far as they are therein stated t- 


| 


‘be upen tate veution She believes them to be true. 
oe e¢ 66 6&8 @ eo ose aes ~Complainant. 
Taken, sworn to and subscribed before me, 


of and for the eccunty aforesaid in the 
mtg ears Fe arte april Cries atm 


State aforesaid, in mv county afores wid, this Gay .of 


a? Set RR Nara Se ere Seated Semeet Senge Siege ees ere tae eee See See aye oP 
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Elsie Wilson, plaintiff# 


Ve. i In Chancery. 


vi 


Charles Wilson, Defendant .# 


This cause came on this the yy day of May, 1908. 01 
be heard upon the complainant's bill; proof of legal service by 
publication and posting of a proper summons by publieation against 
the said defendant, and he failing to appear and answer said com-. 
plainant's bill; the depositions of #ilas Rivers and E. J. Howard, 
taken in Virginia, before a commissioner in chancery; and the de- 
positions of Lt; KK Cnt cata, taken in the State of Kentucky, 
before a Notary ‘ublic; &nd was argued by counsil. 

On consideration on all which, it appearing to the Court in- 
dependantly of the admission of either party to this cause, that 
the said pariies heretofore were duly married to each other; that 
the said compaainant is now and has been for more than a year pre- 
vious to 7he institution of this suit domiciled in this County and 
“tate; that the said defendant without the consent, procurement 
or connivance of the said complainant has been fsuilty of adultry 
within the last three years; And that the said complainant hes 
not lived or sohabited with the said defendant since she had inform~ 
ation of the adulterous acts of her husband; It is therefore ad judr- 


ed, ordered and decreed that the said Elsie Wilson and Charles Wil- 


son, be and are hereby forever divorced from the bond of matrimony 


which was created bythe marriage aforesaid and that the said mar- 
riage be and the same is hereby dissolved and annulled; And it is 
further adjudged, ordered and decreed that the said Elsie Wilson, 
shall recover from d@daid Charles Wilson, her cost in this suit ex~ 
pended: And it is further adjudged, ordered and decreed that the 
gaid Elsie Wilson, be restored to her maiden name, and that she 

be hereafter known as Elsie Rivers, instead of Elsie Wilson. And 


this cause is stré&cken from the docket. 
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The depositions of cilas pivers taken before im , Ri sic: Jah 
Chumbley, a@ commissioner in shancery for the anircuit nourt of Lee 
County, vwa., et the law office of EB. W. Pennington in the town of 
Pennineton Gap,, in seid County of Lee, on this the 18th day cf 
ebruary, 19,8, to be read as evidence in behalf of the complainant 
ina certein suit in chancery now pending in thé etreutt Court Tor 
Lee county, va., wherein Elsie Wilson is nromplainant and Charles 
Wilson is cefencant. 

Present : &E. W. nennington, attorney for the complainent. wo 
one for the defendant. 

Siias Rivers, a witness of lawful age, after beine duly sworn, 

oses as follows: 

rive vour name, are, residence and occupation. 


Poa) 


cilas Rivers. 22 years of age. emp _ Lee County, wa. 


2, Are acquainted with both the plaintiff ana defnedant in this 
cause. Jf you say V¥ E) state how lone vou have known each of 
them. 

Av 2. Yes... 7 knew wilson about two months, and the complainant all 
Qt her life; she .i6 my Sister. 
Q.. # atate , if you know whether the said compl: inan® and defen- 
dant were married te each other, end state as nearl” as vou can *he 
date of sai d merrilage. 

married some time in ;yune, 1906. 

know, tell what the said Charles ,,ilson represented 
himself to be before, at the time he married vour sister, and 


afterwerds. 


Ae He claimed to be a single man anc neve marred. before), jane 4 


man of good standing and aiministers cf the issionery Raptist 


rane? Gils 


Q. 5. vrom whence cid said wilson clatm to come? 


fasorhiseéatnegeto come fr-m some* town in W. Va., and said that he 
2 1 nar > © 


oP i 7 ka 


i 





6. State whehher you , your said sister, or vour father after 
saic complainant and defendant were married tcok anv steps to find 
out whether the said defendant was 4 fie ee minister in the 
Rapusey chatnen, anda soy telPiwhat siéeps were taken se in *order..to 
find out the truth of his representationso 
A. My tather wrote to the church from which he claimed that the 
license was given from and they said no license had been pranted EG 
nim Crem the tschurch ¢ KXYXERXWEXRBEKXKRAXXKEMKEREXERMKEN And they 
weote that one of the méenrs names that was siened to the license 


raz] 


VAaE XOT anldéa con: of Vthe uchurch was nob a deacon of -thet | vchunen 
and that two others whose names appearde upon the license had never 


been heard 66 by that church. 


Q. 7. After obtaining the information concerning seid wilson, just 


detailed by you in your next preceeeding answer, state whether 
you all informed said ,ilson of the s¢m@rar information vou had ob- 
tagmed ‘concerning htm? 
Ana if you did inform him’) tell what he said and done. 
A. We “told him what we hed written to the.church in W. Va. and 
before we sot any angwer he left , and we understand that he went 
to Middlesbore, Ky., or at least this was the last we’ heard of him. 
Q..8-, How Long about.did said wilson live’ with the said ‘ceomplain- 
anti before he left, her? 
A. About one month. 
Q. 8. Have they ever lived or co-habited torether since he left 
Der? 
Lev obawe. NO’ 'Seén eack other sipceé, 
9. At the time they were married to each other and at the timme 
laft her, where were they making their home? 


a ? 
At her, fe thier ee Jin this Jvomnty. 


IQ. Where does your sister, the complainant im this suit, now 


live and make her home, anc how lone has she been so living? 


Ae At her father's. che has lived there all of her life. 





Be 
Q. Jd. Then. do you say that’ the complainant inthis suit has been 
domiciled anc resided in this county for as much as one year prev- 
ole’ ho her insti tutier of this suit? 
Acer Ves she“ pas Tived.in) tiie. ooutit vases Oia ere lief, 
why did‘you all write to the W. Va . Church to know someth- 
ime about him', the said defendant. 


Ae ochoertly after they were married we callec on him for a recomm- 


endation; he pretended to have written and finahly brought 42 lett- 


er; purperting, to, be. sigmed by Rev... smith, of pristol, .Vva.-gmenn. 
The letter was without any envelope, so we doubted its genuineness 
and went to the postmaster at Slemp on the same day he claimed to 
have gotten the letter, and the postmaster told us that Wilson 

had gotten no letter from the office. we then wrote to the church 
from which he claimed to heave had ih: ii Gense, in e.. yes, Taner 
remember the place in W. va. that he pave, which was Glenville. 

And He. told him’ what we had done and he thereupon skipped, as ‘sho- 


ve detailed by me. 


And further this deponent sayeth not, etc. 


a 


eee ovr!*#* @Beoe@¢een#ee05oesesee@ees#s#ef#8e?8ete te #ee#¢##é@@ 


The further taking of theseg depositions arm is pospponed to 
Monday, the 24th day of February, 1908, at the same place as is me- 
ntioned in the ~“avove caption. 


Given under my hand this the 18th day of February, 19,8, 


, By 
' a uA , J 

¥) . 
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4. 


The furhther taking of these depositions are resumed at the 
law office of E. W. Pennington, in the town of penington Gap, 


yee nO-, Va-, on this the 24th day ®a of rebruary, 1908. 


DIrw0y ¢£ 
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4. 


Present. E, W. Pennington, atty. for the complainant; no one 
for the defendant. 
E. J. Howard, a witness of lawrul age, being duly sworn, depo- 


es as Trollows. 


Q. 1. Give your name, age and residence. 


t 


A 
A. EB. 3. Howard. 7; am 28 years old. {[ lve in this county MEareax 


near the town of Dryden. 

Q. 2. Did you ever knowp the defendant in this case, j~harles wil- 
BONo 

A. I never did. 

Q.3. Did vou ever see a man bearing the name of Charles wi.lson, 
If so, tell as nearly as you can where and when it was. 

Ae Along about Jan., 1997, Sin the town of _iddlestoro, gi Me 

and in & house near the passenger depot 7 saw a man in bed with 

@ womun , whose name, ~ was informed, to be that of wilson. My 
informant as to the name of this man was J. W. Massie, and ; think 
Mr. Massie now lives about Cumberland Gap. rhe house in which ,,r. 
Wilson was ib was generally reputed to be“ bawdy house. T here 
were three women in that house the night Wilson was seen there by 
me. The house was occupied by a women and her two daughters, 

the ian wilson was in the bed with the ¢gq woman, the mother. 
There were two others bays there with me that night and ; saw them 
in bed with the two daughters. , staid for a short while and left 


I never was at that place but the one time..phe other man who wene- 


there that night were Clarence ctony. 7 think he is now about 





Os 
Wamilton springs, Tenn. The man wilson, whom + saw in bed that 
night with the old woman, was said to be a preacher. j; think he 


had been run out of holding meetings before ;, saw him that night. 


And further this deponent sayeth not. 


é j CA aotyarA 
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State 6f virginia, 


county of ,ee, to-wit: 


Ey Bobo bs Chumbley, a commissioner in chancery for the 
circuit ,ourt for pee county, in the etate of wirginia, do hereby 
certify that the foregoing depositions were duly taken, reduced 
to writing, and signed by the Witnesses, respectively, berore me, 
at the times and places therein ientioned. 

Given under my hand this e4th day of February, 19,78. 


‘ ‘int Bhs 
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Blsie Wilson PlaimaerItTe 
Vs In Chancery 


Charles Wilson Defendant 


The deposition of W.R.Oaks taken before me W.H.Gagle a Noatry 
Public in and.for the County of Bell and state of Kentucky ,at the 
faweotfice of W.8.Gagle at Middlesbe@ro, in said county and ustateso n 

tas the Otis OD ADT |. | OOS acti l ieee CAG VermOVet Gem ee yi" b eh arinn—wem 
the plaintiff im a certain suit) in. @hancery now pending in, the 6ircuit 
Court for Lee county in the state of Virginia,wherein Elsie Wilson 


is plaintiff and Charles Wilson is Defendant. 


Present E.W.Pennington Attorney for the plaintiff and no one for 


the defendant. 
W.R,Oaks a witness of lawful age after being duly sworn deposes 
as follows: 
lst. Give your name,age,residence and occupation. 
mooW. RlOaks 4/ years old,residence Middlesboro Ky. 
ition Merchant. 
if you ever knew Charles Wilson the defendant in 
thas 3¢,1f so,state where it was you did know him. 
I did know him,or a man that passed himself as such, It was in 
whe Talleof the year 1006, that I knew: him. 
What profession if any did said Charles Wilson professaad to 
Wevieto:, WHS you knew him, 
He claimed to be a minister of the Baptist Church. 
If you ever saw any obscene conduct out of the said Charles 
Wilson,tell what it was and where. 
I saw him meet a woman near my store in Middlesboro Ky.about 
léth.and Saulberry Ave.and had some words together,and I could 
not hear what they said,and after talking,she went on down the 
street and he came to my store door,and turned then and went 
back down to where the woman had gone,and I saw him catch up 
With her,and he took hold of her arm,and they went on down the 
canal together out of my sight. He was gone about three quarter 
of an hour I guess,and he came back into my store,and said he 


was going to church and wanted me to go with him; I told him I 


could not go with him. It was sometime between sundown and dank 
when I saw him with the woman. } 
¢ * 





2 
if you know tell who the woman was with whom you saw him with. 
Annabell Russell. 
If you know tell what the general reputation in Middlesboro was 
of Annabell Russell,her chastity and virtue. 
She was as bad as they get. 
Was she considered to be a virtuous and chaste wommn at that 
time. 
No. 
Iie it mot a fact that arecie mame you saw Mr Wilson with her 
on the occasion above mentioned by yoou,she was known as a 
common prostitute of the worst kind. 
Yes sir. 
Did you ever say anything about what you saw,if so what did said 
Wilson do. 
I told it to different people,and some one told it to him,and 
he threatened to law me about it; I sent him word that if I 
heard any more about it I would prove on him what I had told. 
He would never come into my store anymore after that and left 
town in three or four days;I never saw anymore of him after that 
If you know tell where the said Charles Wilson lives at this 
tame. 
I dont know. I never heard anything more of him after the 
matters as above stated by me. 


further this deponent saith not. 


hah at ES 
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State of Kentucky. ] Sct. 
County or Bell. " 


I,W.H.Gagle a Notary Public in and for the state and county afore- 
said,do hereby certit ‘that the foregoing deposition of W.R.Oaks 
was duly taken and réduced to writing and signed by him before me 
at the time and place mentioned in the caption. 
April 3908. 


Given under my hand and seal this 8th.day 44 
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BOATRIGHT PRINTING CO., GATE CITY, VA. 
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In the Clerh’s Office of the Cizeuit Court of the county of Lee, on the. f. fo 


this suit. And“it is 


and that a copy be posted at the front door of the Courth 


ae A copy—Teste: 
foe 6 
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State of Virginia, 

County of Lee, to~witt: 

To the sheriff or constable of Lee County greeting: 

I hereby command you in name of Common Wealth of Virginia, 
to summons Flhennon Hewgrd, to appear at the law office of E. We 
Pennington, in the town of Pennington Gap, in said county on Mon 
day 24th, day of Feb. 1908, at 10 A. M., to give evidence in be- 
half of Eigie Wilson, fin the chancéry suit pending in tite Cirduit 
Court far Lee Coynty, whereifh the said Elsie Wilson, is pidntift, 
and Charles Wilson, is defendent, 

And this the shid Howard, wil} in no wise omit under pen~ 


alty of S20#00. 


Given under my hand, this the TF shes of aeabay f 
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The Commonwealth of Dirgura, 


eting: 
f 


e of Fil Circuit Court of the County of Lee, at rules to be held for the said court, on 
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Order of Poblication. 


{t the Clerk’s Office of the Circuit Court 
of the county of Lee, on the 7th 
day of January, 1908. 
ELSIE WILSON,,. Plaintiff, 
. against 
_ CHARLES WILSON, Defendant. 


In chancery. 
_ The object of this suit is to obtain a 
divorce a vVinculo matrimonii, by the 
| said complainant from the said defend- 
jant. And an affidavit having been made 
jand filed that the defendant, Charles 
| Wilson, is not a resident of -:the State of 
| Virginia, it is ordered that he do appear 
| here within fifteen days after due pub- 
lication hereof, and do what may be 
; necessary to protect his interest in this 
;Suit. Anditis further ordered that a 
| copy hereof be published once a week 
| for four weeks in the Jonesville Star and |. 
| that a copy.be posted . at the front door 
of the Courthouse of this county as pre- 
scribed by law. 
a A copy—Tsete: 
; H. C.T. EWING, Clerk. 
+. By M. E, FLANARY, 2D. C. 
- PENNINGTON BROS, p. q. 





of The Jonesville Star, a weekly newspaper 
published in the county of Lee, state of Virginia, 
do hereby certify that the enclosed notice was 


published in said paper once a week for four 


, commencing on the--- G Mery 





